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Interviewer
... Rosa Goldstein, Tape 1, Side 1, and today’s date is February 6, 2003. Okay, so the

questions start out very basic and easy, and then we’ll move to more —

Goldstein
Um-hm.

Interviewer
Okay? What is your name and your age?

Goldstein
Rosa Goldstein. I am 67.

Interviewer
Okay. How many people are in your immediate family?

Goldstein
Do you count your grandchildren, too, I suppose?

Interviewer
Yes.

Goldstein
Seven, nine, ten.

Interviewer
Ten?

Goldstein
Yeah, counting my husband, my two sons, their wives, my five grandchildren, expecting

two new ones soon.
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Interviewer
Oh, that’s great.

Goldstein
It’s going to be beautiful. Thank you.

Interviewer
A beautiful, happy family. How, how do you describe the work that you do, or, or what

you do?

Goldstein
I really enjoy what I'm doing. I volunteer at the synagogue, and it’s always good to hear

new people. Ilike to work with people. It’s definitely a fulfillment. You can always
find something you have to do, you can do. We cook here for once a month, the
synagogue cooks for the homeless, not the homeless, but the people who are house-
bound, and I’'m part of this, and I feel like I'm, I'm accomplishing something. And I’'m
part of the Cuban Club where I help to serve when the time comes, and it’s interesting
because sometimes they’re asking to make a Jewish traditional meal because we mix the
Jewish and Cuban together, so that’s happened once or twice, and I enjoy it. It’s a good,
it’s a good, friendly group to work among.

Interviewer
Great. And so you work here at the, at the Synagogue Beth Shalom?

Goldstein
Um-hm.

Interviewer
Where are you originally from?

Goldstein
Cuba.

Interviewer
Cuba. Which —

Goldstein
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Havana, Cuba.

Interviewer
Havana, Cuba.

Goldstein
Old Havana, Cuba. Havana Vieja.

Interviewer
Oh, a beautiful part —

Goldstein
I lived in the same street that Jose Marti was born, and the street was called First Paula,

and I don’t know exactly which president, changed it Leonor Perez, which was Marti’s
mother’s name.

Interviewer
Oh.

Goldstein
So everybody knows Leonor Perez.

Interviewer
That’s a nice, that’s nice. When did you come to the United States?

Goldstein
1964, in November 1964.

Interviewer
And what were your reasons for leaving your home country?

Goldstein
Change of political views, lack of freedom of expression, and we feel, we felt like we

cannot really develop ourselves, only for the country, she’s oppressed, and still
oppressed.

Interviewer
Right. You had mentioned to me, too, that, that one of the things that happened after the

Revolution was that people had their businesses confiscated.

Goldstein
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There’s, there’s a lot about that, and what happened is that the first year that Fidel was in
power, he had offered, and he said that it’s going to be a national country, everybody’s
going to be the same as, there are going to be changes, and he wanted to bring in
industries and businesses and make a prosperous country, blah, blah, blah. When he came
to the United Nations, after, he declared himself a Communist, and as he came back ---
we knew --- everybody knew that his brother was a Communist from day one, and don’t
forget he was assisted by Che Guevara, which was a known Communist, and also by
Celia Sanchez, which was supposed to be his strength, but also was the supervisor of the
Socialist Movement, Vilma Espin, who was the wife of Raul Castro, she was a member
of the party, or the supervisor of the party. So anyway, she, and they, when he came back
and declared that, the first thing he did was nationalize every industry, and in the
meantime what happened is that the people who had the money, they went and created in
Cuba industries because they trust him, they believed in him. And it was lie, a changing
government. There was no questions asked because the people was very corrupted, but

his regime. And when they brought their industries and they brought

technicians from the United States to help and to create new technology and banks and so
on, once he changed his mind and nationalized everything, the whole thing fell apart. So
most of the people have invested most of their money into the new machineries and the
new buildings and everything. They had no choice, so they left the country, with
nothing, most of them. They had, some of them were lucky enough that before the
Revolution, they had business with people in the United States and Mexico or other
countries, and they had some money there. Their banks and their industries and the

business all friendships, but the ones that didn’t, left with whatever they had and they
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started a new life. Very depressing for some of them. There was also censorship, was
very interesting because he right away closed the Catholic churches. He said the priests
and the nuns were just preaching against --- just Catholicism and nothing ---and against

his philosophy. was created, that the children that went, that were

going to Catholic schools — we’re talking about young kids between the age of 8 and
maybe 14, 15. 8, yeah. No, before. Eight and, and 10 and 12. Before they go to high
school. They will be sent out to the churches here, but it’s interesting because the HIAS,
which is a Jewish organization, in conjunction with the Jewish community, and the
Catholics and the Jews, sent all their children, without the parents, most of the time.

Interviewer
Was that Operation Peter Pan?

Goldstein
Something similar to that.

Interviewer
Similar to that, okay.

Goldstein
And they flew them out and they brought them to, either to churches or, or an orphanage.

I don’t know exactly where they took the kids for homes, and the Jewish people, most of
them, seeing some of them have families here, they were sent to their families. Our
dissenters, they managed to bring in the parents, and this would be like two or three years
before they could leave. But it was very sad because you never knew if you were going

to see your child again. If they don’t let you out, how do you do? But it had to be done,

and it was done, and that lasted, I think the managers sent out about four or five airplanes.

It’s not cheap, and money, they ran out of money, and they couldn’t do it anymore. But
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the nuns, what happened is, nuns and, and, and priests were going with the children, plus
some of the Jewish educators to make sure that the kids were safe and —

Interviewer
To protect —

Goldstein
Well, that they were safe and they would know, they, they should know where the kids

were going.

Interviewer
Right.

Goldstein
I mean, you don’t send them on the flight and say, “Hey, you’re in United States Just

g0.” They, they, and I think there were pre-assigned places where they would go so the
parents will know where the children were going to be.

Interviewer
Okay.

Goldstein
And they reunited after, most of them. All of them, I guess.

Interviewer
Where was your point of entry into the country?

Goldstein
New York.

Interviewer
New York? And was there a particular reason, why New York? Why you chose New

York?

Goldstein
When we left Cuba, we couldn’t come straight to the United States because my husband,

being a physician, they would, they would deny him a Visa. I worked at the Israeli

Embassy in Cuba for years, and we got the letter asking us to, to go to Israel to study, we
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needed to be trained extra in Hebrew, and my husband to be trained as a physician
because he was a doctor for the Embassy. And with that, we went to Israel, and from
Israel, the only entry place was New York.

Interviewer
Oh, okay.

Goldstein
We were there for almost three and a half months.

Interviewer
In Israel?

Goldstein
Yeah, waiting for the visa for the United States. And the reason to come to the United

States was mostly because my parents were here already, and my brother, his family, and
my husband’s family, so we felt that we couldn’t stay in Israel by ourselves, and I was
having a child, so it was becoming too complicated.

Interviewer
Yes. How, how were you able to get out and go to Israel?

Goldstein
Well, we got the permit from the government because we were going to study, and there

was a letter from the Embassy inviting us, I mean, from Israel, inviting us to study there,
and we got the permit for one month.

Interviewer
Okay.

Goldstein
You close the door to your home, you give the keys to the landlady, and you say good-

bye. So our flight was a Cuban airline, but it was first to Gander. Gander is the highest
point in Canada —

Interviewer
Oh, okay.
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Goldstein
The coldest one, too.

Interviewer
Wow.

Goldstein
From Gander, the plane was going to Czechoslovakia. From Czechoslovakia, we went to

Paris, and from Paris, we went to Israel.

Interviewer
Wow.

Goldstein
So it was a long trip.

Interviewer
You took the long way.

Goldstein
With no cent. We didn’t have one penny to our name. Not even one cent. And S0, we

were hungry, and it’s interesting because when we went to Czechoslovakia, in, in Gander
they gave us like water and I think they gave us like some rolls or something, as I recall.
But in Czechoslovakia, and since I was pregnant, my husband asked the guy if he could
give me like a, a few drops of milk because I had a lot of heartburn, and he said, “Are
you coming from Cuba?” And he said, “Yes.” He says, “You have no money. You
don’t, you don’t get a thing.” I’'m serious.

Interviewer
Wow.

Goldstein
So what happened, and we didn’t eat, of course. And the plane, I don’t have to tell you

the meals on those Cuban planes are not caviar.
Interviewer

Right.
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Goldstein
Or a steak. But we went to Paris, I called a cousin of mine, and she had family in Paris,

so we contacted them, and we just asked for a few dollars so we can eat something. And
El Al, and we missed the flight because the flight from Czechoslovakia was delayed, so
we went to Paris to fly to Israel, it has left already, and so El Al paid for the hotel that
night, and the next morning we left.

Interviewer
Okay. When you, when you were leaving, did you know that you were leaving —

Goldstein
Yes.

Interviewer
For —

Goldstein
Yes.

Interviewer
Okay.

Goldstein
Since my husband was a physician for the Air Force, his situation was becoming literally

unbearable because at the hospital, my husband was too honest. He had students, and he
expected his students that, there were sick people, that if they would have the American
penicillin or antibiotic, that patient would be safe and well. He didn’t realize that some of
his students were writing down all the notes — notes and conversations. And one day he
was called into the auditorium, and they read him a whole —

Interviewer
Transcript.

Goldstein
“And that day you said this and that, it means you’re ---” because the people who are

against the regime or do not approve of the regime, they’re called traitors, gusanos,
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worms, you name it. And, so since they accused him of that, in reality it was becoming a

little bit dangerous for him to stay because sadly enough, a dentist who was working with
my husband at the Air Force, he expressed himself, I mean he probably had some
activities against the regime, and there was not too much jury or questions, and he was
sent to the firing squad.

Interviewer
Oh my God.

Goldstein
He was killed. So we realized that there’s not too much, there’s no point of going back

anywhere or trying to stay too long or, we’re going to protect the house, the car? We’re
going to say good-bye.

Interviewer
Right. And he was following his professional oath.

Goldstein
Well he’s, yeah, he said, “Look. This patient is not responding because this is not as

strong as it should be.” And these people --- and it’s sad because the first really, I mean,
worst of all was one of his students who he helped to come into medical school, when he
was his tutor privately, and his mother called the next day, and she cried, and she said,
“Please forgive my son. He is confused.” Because it’s sad for a mother knowing that
your son is, is really not following what he should do, is protect the one who’s trying to
bring you somewhere. Like he wouldn’t be where he was if it wouldn’t be because my
husband said to him, “I’ll help you. I’ll teach you. I’ll train you. I’ll be with you all the
way.” And then he’s the one who turned around and wrote all these little notes He and
other ones —

Interviewer
That’s like family.
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Interviewer
Right.

Goldstein
I said to my brother, couldn’t you land in Florida? Some place warm? He says, “I

couldn’t.”

Interviewer
Los Angeles, some place —

Goldstein
Yeah. No, I don’t know if I’d like Los Angeles as much. I think it’s too big.

Interviewer
Yeah, it’s, yeah. It has gotten huge. You mentioned HIAS?

Goldstein
Yeah.

Interviewer
What does that word mean? Does the word have a meaning? Or is it an acronym?

Goldstein
It’s learning HIAS, I’'m sorry, the, it was the HIAS, yes. HIAS is initials, but I don’t

remember the, excuse me one second, Andrea? Andrea? Hello? She doesn’t hear.
Andrea?

Andrea
Yes?

Goldstein
Do you remember the initials HIAS goes for what?

Andrea
Pardon me?

Goldstein
HIAS — H-I -A-S.

Andrea
H-T1-A-S?

Goldstein
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Yes. It’s an organization, but I forgot what it stands for. It’s the — yeah, it’s like the
JEVS similar, but the JEVS is more for work.

Andrea
I, I don’t recall it.

Goldstein :
Yeah, I don’t recall exactly, but it’s a, it’s initials of some sort of organization.

Andrea
Is it an acronym?

Goldstein
It’s a, yeah.

Andrea
EISTE=

Goldstein
A-S.

Andrea
A-S. I’'m not familiar with it. Ifit’s an acronym, it could be God knows what.

Goldstein
No, [ know. So “God Knows What” is its name.

Interviewer
It’s, I just, I didn’t know if it was a, a Hebrew word or a Spanish word —

Goldstein
No, no, no, no.

Interviewer
Oh, okay.

Goldstein
It’s initials for, like the, it is some, another group is called Joint Distribution Center, but

this is the one that used to send food and still sends food to other countries. Like now

they’re organizing for Argentina for the Venezuela and for Cuba. Countries that are
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under-privileged, and even in the United States, because we think that there is no poverty

here. How wrong we are.

Interviewer
Right. There is especially in the city, in Philadelphia, in inner Philadelphia.

Goldstein
I, it’s not . Anywhere you go here. I mean, people, and not

everybody is, is wealthy.

Interviewer
True.

Goldstein
Or middle class. It’s varied a bit.

Interviewer
Yeah. The whole spectrum.

Goldstein
Yeah.

Interviewer
So where in Philadelphia do you live currently?

Goldstein
I live in the area called Wyncote, which is Cheltenham. It’s the township of Cheltenham,

and it’s, across the street, it’s Philadelphia, and on the side of the street, is where, it’s
Cheltenham, so.

Interviewer
Okay. Where in Philadelphia have you lived previously?

Goldstein
We lived in North Philadelphia, and, on Godfrey, and from there, we moved here.

Interviewer
Okay. Godfrey —

Goldstein
I don’t, I don’t like to move too much —
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Interviewer
Godfrey, Godfrey near Fifth Street or --- ?

Goldstein
Oh, no. Godfrey and, near Broad Street.

Interviewer
Okay, okay.

Goldstein

It’s a few blocks away. Near the, now it’s a dental school.

Interviewer
Near the Temple —

Goldstein
No, no dental. It’s the Temple —

Interviewer
Children’s Hospital?

Goldstein
No, no, no, no, no. It’s optometry, school of optometry.

Interviewer
Oh, okay.

Goldstein
I couldn’t remember.

Interviewer
Okay.

Goldstein
It’s a couple, two or three, just a few blocks away.

Interviewer
Yeah, it’s not that far from here at all.

Goldstein
No, no.

Interviewer
Okay.

Goldstein
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I don’t like to move around too much. And I moved to this area mostly because my

brother was living in this area, and because the school, the school system is excellent.

Interviewer
Okay. How long did you live in the Godfrey area, Godfrey and Broad?

Goldstein
About six years. Six or seven years.

Interviewer
Okay.

Goldstein
No, eight years. Eight years.

Interviewer
Why did you choose to live there in that neighborhood first?

Goldstein
Because we were looking for an apartment house where to move, and I have my, my

child and my parents, and I could not afford luxury because I was working, my husband
was working. He was, since he was a physician, he had to do the training again in the
United States, to earn his degree, and he had to go to school, so money was tight. And
there was apartments that a few Cubans were living there and we keep very close, we still
are very close friends. So that’s why, that’s the reason we, that I moved there, and one of
the women was moving out of the other area, so she, when she knew that I was here,
because she was friendly with my brother — she was friendly with me, too —but I'm
saying that she knew that my brother —

Interviewer
She knew him first.

Goldstein
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She says, “Look. IfI,” my brother said, “If you ever move, let me know because my
sister’s coming.” She said, “Well, when she comes, let me know.” So she moved out,
and I moved in. So we lived in an apartment with my parents and the child.

Interviewer
How would you describe a typical day for you in, in Philadelphia?

Goldstein
I always have errands to do because I'm in charge of a lot of things in the house, a lot of,

I’m not talking just about organizing the house, but doing all these errands and shopping
and making sure that everything’s in order and the payments are made and the telephones
are made, phone calls. Then I really volunteer at the synagogue, so I feel comfortable,
and that’s what I do most of the time, but like I said, I’'m, I like to, I teach Hebrew once a
week here, on Sundays, to adults. That keeps my Sunday, and I go to services, you
know, quite frequently, and that, that’s most of the time. And I keep in touch with my
friends. It’s not boring because I always find something to do here.

Interviewer
Okay. That’s nice. Can you describe a typical day that you remember in your home land

in Cuba?

Goldstein
I could talk a lot about that. There are, typical days is, if you talk about my childhood,

for example, let’s go back to there.

Interviewer
Okay.

Goldstein
We lived in an apartment and above me was a girl. She went to Catholic school, and I

was going to a Jewish school. But it’s interesting because when 3:00 clock, and we came
back from the school, both of us, her father was a baker, my father was a baker. So they
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would have always either bread or crackers for us. We would sit together in her

apartment or in ours and do the homework together and talk. She was blonde and
beautiful, I remember her as today. Sweet family, I think she was an only child. Then,
that was when I was young, and then of course, family affairs, family encounters, family
this — bless you. Family always be together and a very relaxed atmosphere. We used to
go to the Casa Jose Marti very frequently. It was open to the public. There was no
charge, and we’d have, we loved it. I used to meet my friends from the, from the area.
We used to go together, like sometimes go a movie — only the weekend. We were not
allowed to go to the movies during the week. No —homework.

Interviewer
Homework. Study

Goldstein
And helping to do the housework because it’s a lot for one person to do everything. And

she was of the same thing, this girl, her name was Maria — beautiful girl. I liked her
because she was, you know, we had the backgrounds. We’re very similar in the sense
that the parents were interested in her education and they were very quiet, relaxed people,
and she was very relaxed. And then, I, we talk about, let’s say adolescence, when you,
you go to high school. I usually would, did homework with somebody, one of my
friends, and she was also a loving person. She lived about three blocks away from me,
and we always made the point to walk home together, or we always walked together.
The, we, usually don’t go to, even here, you know, kids don’t like to walk by themselves
most of the time.

Interviewer
Right.

Goldstein

The Latinos Project Oral History 19
Rosa Goldstein
February 6, 2003

Because it’s important to talk and to have communication with other people. We used to
do the homework, and then I joined a, a youth group. A Jewish youth group. There you
become active in different ways because one of the things they used to do is that you
have to read books, and the reviews of the books in the group. We used to meet Friday
nights after dinner and sing and talk, then walk home, and everybody was like in the
same area, so it was, the boys were always escort, escorting the girls to make sure that all
of them were safe at home, and then they’ll go back to their houses. And you cannot get
home after 11:00 at night. That was a big no-no. If you get home after 11:00, you don’t
go out anymore.

Interviewer
Lose your privileges.

Goldstein
Yeah, because they would say that you have no business outside. Well, the youth

organization was one of them, and always, we have always outing like Boy Scouts and
Girl Scouts do have, but we had it together. We would have supervisors and educate,
educators. About things we learned — survival, daily life, like the Boy Scouts or the Girl
Scouts do — and you create your atmosphere of friends, but you don’t abandon your other
friends that you have in high school.

Interviewer
Right.

Goldstein
It doesn’t matter. And even today, I keep in touch with some of them. We talk, we, and

it’s funny because the, the beautiful part of that is that if I call one of them now, or they
call me, it’s like we just finished talking the night before. We, like, it’s a, like, in your
mind, you have been talking to that person, and saying, “Do you remember when we
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went to da-da-da?” And she would say, “But you know that, you know, that day I don’t
why you have to do this,” you know, it was like continuous friendship, which doesn’t get
interrupted because of distance or time. And then I was, I was working at the age of 15,
16. I was going to high school, being a member of this organization, but also working
part-time because I felt like I had to do more than I was doing. And I worked until the
day I left Cuba, in the same position. First the, I didn’t, the, the work I, T did at the
beginning was done in the Embassy because, well, it was a Zionist organization always
through the day I left. And we got, we had to, I worked as volunteer with no pay or what
they called after the Consulate because we needed the, to expose the idea of the State of
Israel to the press.

Interviewer
Okay.

Goldstein
So with the man who had the Jewish newspaper, and we worked together, I mean, in the

sense that he, I was his secretary — volunteer. He’s a volunteer, too. He was, and after
that, I got a position to work at the Embassy.

Interviewer
Okay, wow.

Goldstein
I make it very short because I could go on and on and on like —

Interviewer
No, that’s, that sounds, your, what you described as your, in your childhood and your

adult life, it sounds very fulfilling.

Goldstein
It was very.

Interviewer
Fulfilling experience.
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Goldstein
Yes. And a family, especially as a child and as a, an adult, and as an adult, like you said

before, family was the center of everything. There was no week that we would not see,
and I lived across from my grandparents, and when I say across, it means there was a
little hallway in between, and the doors usually never closed, only at ni ght time or when I
was in school. But I sure that when I came home from school, I look at my grandparents’
house first to make sure that they were okay and get their kiss and tell me how beautiful I
was. What does grandparents say? Oh, they’d never say, “Oh my God, look how you

look.”

Interviewer
Yeah. They make you feel better than anyone else.

Goldstein
Yes, but the, the, the beauty of it, it’s interesting. When I started to date, I had to take my

pretenders(?) to my grandfather and grandmother. Or to my grandfather, because my
grand, grandmother was dead already, and he was the one who said yes or no.

Interviewer
Oh.

Goldstein
Because I guess I, he had a, a knowledge. You know, you have sometimes an internal

knowledge that it’s not taught at school, and he would say to me, “Hm. Are you going
out?” “Yes.” “Hm.” But when I introduced my husband, I saw his smile, and I said,
“This is it.”

Interviewer
Oh.

Goldstein
Not because I didn’t like my husband. It’s just that his approval was so important.

Interviewer
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Right.

Goldstein :
The approval of family. It’s important. It’s important because for some reason, parents

do have a vision. They know. I said to my kids once, “I don’t know more because I'm
your mother. Iknow more because I’m older. And experiences are more important than
being Mommy or Daddy.”

Interviewer
Right.

Goldstein ;
And I guess that they had the experience of seeing how you behave. I can tell you,

sometimes you see somebody and say, “This person is so angry always.” Because their
expression in their faces is tough. It’s not a sweet smile, and you even see it in children.
Especially you can see that. If you, if you watch people, and I like to watch people. 1
love to do that, oh yes. [section omitted at request of interviewee]

Interviewer
Okay.

Goldstein
Yes.

Interviewer ;
Let me stop the tape and I’1l change sides. [END OF SIDE A] Okay, we’ll move on to

the next question. How, how, what kind of ties do you maintain with your home
country?

Goldstein o
I went to visit two years, a year and a half ago, and I wanted to visit because I wanted to

see some of my friends there, and I wanted to visit the cemetery to see the conditions, and
I wanted to see the conditions of the country. We also, when we were there — I went with
my family. It was my cousin and her children and her two grandchildren. We brought a
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lot of medications, clothing. It’s interesting. They don’t have any soap, they don’t have
toothpaste, toothbrushes —

Interviewer
Aspirin.

Goldstein
We did, we brought that, not aspirin as much because my cousin’s son who is with us is a

physician.

Interviewer
Oh, okay.

Goldstein
So he said, “You have to be careful with aspirin because people can be allergic,” and, you

know, like with other medications, so they took the Tylenol for Children, but more than
that. Antibiotics, and what he did was interesting. He called his, his ma, he and the
other, and his father-in-law, and they called the different pharmaceuticals and said, “I
don’t want samples. I want original ones. I want to make sure that I don’t bring in three
aspirins and four, let’s say, antibiotics or cough syrup. I want to send cases.” So that’s
what they did, and they called in, you know, for the [UNCLEAR], they sent
him soaps for, to give out to kids. Well, they sent cases and cases, and we gave them all
out, and we brought a lot of new clothes — shirts for men and blouses and dresses for
women. We bought them. And we visited different places, we, we walked around the
city because we wanted to see, we went to Old Havana, where I lived. It’s sad to say that
the only area that’s being fixed is the area where the tourists g0, and sorry to say that Jose
Marti’s house, but this could be just his house, and his little bed where he slept and
everything, they charge now for visiting — not a small amount — and now you can see

pictures of Fidel Castro and Che Guevara, like they are part of Marti’s life, which they
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were, never were, they will never be. And it’s, it’s difficult. You know, it, you, you, you
change a lot and across from me, they made this center, it was, it used to be a grocery, a
restaurant, and they made like a, not, not a school, like an educational center, so the kids
can go there to get “educated.” The streets themselves are very, they are not, cars are
from 1940s, 1950s. There’s no new cars, but the, these people have managed to make
this car work, and every street there’s a garage because they dismantle the car, the bring
in the parts from I don’t know where, and they fix their cars and they’re gone to work on
it. It’s perfect. The, the reason, one of the reasons I went is that I wanted to visit this
place that I knew as a child, and my cousin too because she was, she came from Europe
before the war, and, but she said, “I want to see where my parents are buried.” And, and
I wanted to see my grandparents and uncles and aunts and cousins. The reality is, even
the cemetery is falling apart because the, the reason is because there is no material to fix.
I went to visit the apartment where I used to live with my parents and my brother, and the
people were absolutely adorable. They are very nice. Personality has not changed at all.
And I knocked on the door where I lived, and nobody was there, so they open the door,
across where my grandparents were living, and said, “Who are you looking for?” And I
said, “I, I used to live here,” and they said, “Oh, please come in. Please come in. Let me
show you. Do you remember this?” Isaid, “Of course. It’s the same as my apartment
but it’s across the other side.” So it was funny. He said to me, “Do you remember the
dining room?” The dining room was as big as this, not big enough, this table. But it was
called a dining room. And I said, “Yes.” He said, “Do you remember the window you
used to have here?” Because they’ve got my parents, my grandparents’ apartment has a, ‘

it’s like an opening, so it went down to the patio from the first, to the first, to the down
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floor, to the base, first, he was living on the first floor, so the first apartment. And he
said, I said, “Yeah, what happened to it?” He said, “Well, termites ate the wood, so I had
to put up a wall. Icouldn’t, I, we didn’t have enough wood to make up another one.”
But he was cute. He didn’t say anything against, you know, he didn’t, we, it was just
like, “Hey. This is life. That’s the way I’'m going to be living.” And then he, he said to
me, I said to him, I had my cousin’s children were downstairs. He says, “Come to the
balcony.” I said, “How do you fix it?”” He said, “It was falling apart, and we were afraid
to go out, so I managed to get some cement.” I want to tell you, my heart was pounding,
if this balcony goes down, and we go down there. I don’t want to be buried there. So we
took a picture, and we run right away. But people in the streets, even though that you’re
a foreigner, especially an American, even when you speak Spanish, they have the sense
the way you’re dressed and the sense you, you know, the, they don’t beg you for money.
They’re asking for soap, for toothpaste, for maybe a pair of stockings, anything you can
give them. And it’s a lot to talk about. I don’t know if you have any questions related to
that, so, but that was the reason, is I wanted to, and we went to, like, they called it a
mission, and the mission was really worthwhile —

Interviewer
Okay.

Goldstein
Because we really —

Interviewer
Aside from that, how do you keep in contact with people in Havana?

Goldstein
We call them once in a while, I write to them, and through the people in Miami, which

they go more often than I do because if you don’t have family there, there’s no sense of
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going back every year because by bringing dollars, you’re helping the regime more, more
than you’re helping people because the only way they can survive is by using dollars, and
they get the dollars from the people that come to visit or from their families.

Interviewer
Okay. You’ve touched upon this, but what are the things that you miss most about

home? About Cuba?

Goldstein
One of the things that I miss most is the closeness that I used to live with my family and

friends. You see, we used to live in the same area, even if you were living like in a more,
a little bit more expensive area, you’re only a half an hour away driving. You always
find a center to meet, you will always have a place where you can say, “Oh, we’ll meet
you, let’s say, in the movie. We’ll meet you for food. We’ll meet you at the club, and
we’ll be together.” There was a lot of organizations that you could go, as a Jew and as a
non-Jew, they have different centers, and they have, we would go to the ballet, to the
opera, to dancing, which was one of the, hey, it, that’s, that’s part of it.

Interviewer
Yeah, dancing.

Goldstein
But the closeness to family, like, for example, even if my children were living half an

hour away, I could get in my car and go, but I cannot do that because one is in Boston,
I’'m here. It’s five hours’ drive. My cousins, ones live in Miami, the other one live in
New York. It’s not anymore that physical contact that we used to have and make it
possible, even though, if you have an affair, or you have something --- we go. We just
came back, we went there one month —

Interviewer
Baptisms or, not baptisms, but —
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Goldstein
Three times in one month. We went three times to Florida. One was a family’s wedding,

there was a, a family’s bar mitzvah, and there were friends’ something, so we don’t stay
away, and they came to everything we made and did here. They don’t want to come in
the winter time, that’s difficult. Well, because they get, they’re afraid, then they get sick.

Interviewer
Yeah.

Goldstein
So they, they’d rather not come. But this is what I miss the most.

Interviewer
Okay.

Goldstein
The closeness, the friendship, the, my friends. We used to, it’s interesting because, I

don’t know in other countries, but in Cuba, the, when you’re young, you stay on the
streets and you call your friend who lives on the third floor, “Maria! Vasa vajar?” you
know, “Are you coming down? What are you going to do now?” “Hi! I’m waiting for
you.” “I’m coming, Mama! Don’t rush me. We’re coming.” And, and it’s fun because
the people don’t complain. You know, everybody knows it’s going to happen, so if we
walk in the streets, it’s, “You know. Come on. She’s coming. Don’t you hear she’s
coming?”’

Interviewer
People do, the conversation starts —

Goldstein
That’s right. It’s a conversation, it comes like a, a, a family thing. It’s not any more

private than the communication between me and my friends.

Interviewer
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Right. That’s nice. What aspects of your daily life do you feel keep you connected to
your culture?

Goldstein
My traditions?

Interviewer
Your, yeah. Your, your Cuban and your Jewish culture, what —

Goldstein
Oh, both of them?

Interviewer
Yeah, both of them.

Goldstein
And, yes, you want the combination of both of them, or just —

Interviewer
Yeah.

Goldstein
That, each separate?

Interviewer
Your Cuban-ness and, and your Jewish, I mean, they’re, I imagine for you, they’re,

they’re, they’re not necessarily separate.

Goldstein
No, no, no. In the traditions.

Interviewer
Um-hm.

Goldstein
The friends that I have here that are Cuban and Jewish and non-Jewish. We talk about

everything, about religion, I, we talk openly, I mean, we’re not afraid of saying anything
in the sense that we respect each other very much. That’s the key of everything. The
food —

Interviewer
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Uh-huh?

Goldstein
Uh-huh. In fact, it’s interesting because just last week, a day like today, I cooked for the

employees of the synagogue. I made a Cuban meal.

Interviewer
Oh, wow.

Goldstein
And they were, I mean, and they were in the life. You can ask any of the people who

were here. Ihad the black bean soup with white rice, of course, I had picadillo, which is
the ground meat, I had chicken fricassee Cuban style, with the olives and the capers and
you name it —

Interviewer
Tomatoes and —

Goldstein
Yes. And we had the, the what do you call that? The <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>