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To tHE MANAGERS AND PATRONS OF THE MusicAL FuNp BAzAAR:

We appeal to you in the name of Justice. We ask your sympathy and aid for a portion of the human
family who, if they might, would plead their own cause more eloquently than we can do it for them. We plead
for them, because they, of all sufferers, seem to us to be most in need of aid ; and we plead with you, because we
find you willingly devoting your time, your labor or your money, to a work which you regard as philanthropic.
As you have promptly responded to such a call, we cannot but hope that you will listen to a louder, deeper call,
which comes to you from agonized hearts, bruised and broken by human cruelty. Know ye not that in your
own native land there are nearly three millions of your brethren and sisters, the children of your Hoavenly
Father, who, though made in that Father’s image, are degraded by their fellow men to the condition of things—
chattels—slaves? They who claim to be their owners, masters, may feed and clothe them abundantly, or scantily,
may impose on them light or severe tasks, may regard the sweet relationships and close ties which bind together
human hearts, or may sunder them at will. One who well understands human nature will scarcely ask how
this absolute power is actually exercised by those who claim it. We know that its possession must harden and
corrupt the best heart, and that to its possessor, as truly as to its victim, it is a terrible curse. The facts which
the history of American slavery reveals are so dark and dreadful, that your hearts would faint, and your nerves
shrink at the mere recital of them. What, then, must be their endurance? We could narrate to you facts, at
which your souls would shudder, concerning physical torture inflicted by slave masters and overseers upon their
helpless victims, and of the more exquisite suffering endured by the slave mother who stands upon the auction-
block and sees one child after another sold to different masters, and carried away,—she knows not whither.
We could tell you how the sobs and cries of those partings are drowned in the loud curses and falling blows
of brutal drivers, while, with cold and careless mien, buyer and seller look on. We could tell you a little, oh!
a very little, about the desolation of heart with which the poor slave enters his hut, at the close of a weary day,
and finds that the slave-trader has been there, during his absence, and that his dearest treasures have been sold
to fill a slave gang. We ask your attention to these things. We ask you if a system which allows such deeds
ought to exist? We ask you, as men and women, as Christians, Ts it right that one man should claim or hold
another as a piece of property? Does not yourwhole nature protest against such an outrage done to yourselves?
Your rights are the rights of every human being, and the slave’s rights are identical with your own. Will you
not, then, help us to lift up our fallen brother, whom slavery has stricken down, and to put an end to the system
which is violating all Iis rights, and endangering your own? The friends of the slave, in eastern Pennsylvania,
hold an Annual Fair, in this city, the proceeds of which are devoted to the dissemination of anti-slavery truth,
by means of tracts, newspapers, lectures, etc. Their only hope for the removal of slavery from the land, is in
the renovation of public sentiment, and this renovation they are endeavoring to effect by the presentation of facts
and truth, in varied forms, to the minds of their countrymen. In this work you can effectually aid them, and
thereby help “to bind up the broken-hearted,” “to proclaim liberty to the captives,”” “to comfort those who
mourn.” If you have thought your time and energies well bestowed, in efforts to increase the facilities by which
your fellow-citizens may obtain the luxury of music, how much more eagerly should you respond to our call!
If it be a sufficient recompense of your labor, that you have, in some measure, promoted the enjoyment of the
community in which you live, how much richer would be the reward of a consciousness that you had aided to
heal a crushed and bruised spirit, that you had done something to restore to your brethren and sisters their most
sacred rights, of which tyranny had robbed them, to give back the babe to the mother’s arms, to pour light on
the darkened intellect, to lift up human souls from the deep debasement of chatfelism to the dignity of manmoop.
Such is the work in which we invite you to share. Itis one in which we account it a joy and a privilege to be
engaged ; and as we reconnoitre our field of labor, we see, in its various departments, so much to occupy our
hands, and engross our time, that we sometimes wish, for the slave’s sake, that we could multiply our capacities
for action. Then as we look around us, and see how many of the young, the gifted, the strong, the rich in
physical and mental resources, are ingloriously resting amid the moral conflicts which are shaking the world,
or devoting their energies and their hearts to objects of comparatively little importance, our spirits are saddened,
and we must pause a moment, to beckon them to our side, that we may tell them how much the slave, how
much the cause of humanity, needs them, and how rich a guerdon awaits their toil. Could the fire which burns

— e

in our souls utter itself in words, how earestly would we plead for those stricken ones bowed to the dust, from
whose hearts the iron heel of tyranny has trodden out the brightness, the beauty, the life. But we can do no
more than to ask of each of you to imagine yourself a slave, a piece of property in the possess%on .of another,
with no protection from any insult or outrage which cruelty, or pride, or passion may choose to inflict. If you
can do this, you can form some conception of what it is to be a slave. And‘as you would shrml.; from such a
fate, more than from death, as you would account no effort too great, no sacrifice too costly, no '[O}l too arduou.s,
{0 rescue from it one whom you loved, we beseech you to remember your helpless brothers %md sisters Wh'o this
day groan beneath it, and to decide whether you will leave them to struggle. on alone, in theu: anguish, or
whether you will put forth your hand to aid them. You may share, if you will, in the accomplishment of a
glorious task, even that of rescuing God’s most noble and beautiful work from the rash hz}nds of those’ whose
ignorance and cruelty are sadly marring it, and “unto mystic harmony once more” attuning “those viewless
chords” which, in his blindness and madness, man has jarred.and broken. .And the first strain of that restored
harmony, as it fills the earth and swells to Heaven, shall be, in your ears, richer and sweeter far, than the most
exquisite tones with which your temples of Music ever resounded, find.you shall bless the hour when you gave
yourselves to the high and holy work of effecting the slave’s emancipation.

If of The ¢ Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Society,’
Sitor b - : HANNAH LEE STICKNEY,

LUCRETIA MOTT,
MARY GREW,

SARAH A. McKIM,
MARIA M. DAVIS,
UESTER RECKLESS,
SIDNEY ANN LEWIS,
SARAH M. DOUGLASS,
LYDIA WHITE,
SARAH PUGH,

MARY T. STICKNEY,
SARAH T. CHILD.
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